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A History of Lions Gate 
A Townhome Community in Druid Hills 

By Bill Stewart 

Lions Gate is a condominium complex of 84 townhomes located at 1492 Ponce de Leon Avenue 

in Atlanta, Georgia. It is a great place to live, but how did it come to be? What is the history of 

this place? Are there things we need to know as residents to have our sense of place? Who 

came before us? 

Before Lions Gate 

        In her book Atlanta’s Ponce de Leon Avenue: A History, Sharon Foster Jones says: 

Atlanta…was carved through Creek Indian country during the War of 1812. Three strong 

men struck out from Fort Daniel in Gwinnett County, chopping through woods and 

weeds, over hills and through marshy valleys, until they reached Fort Peachtree in what 

is now western Atlanta. They came by way of [what is now Ponce de Leon Avenue]. 

Upon reaching Fort Peachtree, the men hired helpers, turned around, and built a road 

back from whence they had come [Peachtree Trail from Atlanta to Flowery Branch]…. 

From The Druid Hills News, “A History of Emory Village in 

Druid Hills: Part One” by J.J. Williams:  

In 1821, the area now known as Druid Hills was 

surrendered to the Georgia government by Native 

American inhabitants, who moved further north. 

The land was surveyed into land lots of 202.5 

acres. In a land lottery, Georgians could draw for 

the new lots. John Gerdine Johnson won or 

amassed most of the land between the present-

day streets of Ponce de Leon, Briarcliff, North 

Decatur, and Lullwater.  

The Johnson Family, who owned much land 
north of Ponce de Leon and west of Lullwater, 
including land now occupied by Lions Gate.  
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       The years before and during the Civil War brought more changes. According to Sharon 

Jones: 

A few years after the original Peachtree Road was built, pioneering families began to 

farm the region that later became Ponce de Leon Avenue…. Two families controlled most 

of the land: the Todds and the Medlocks. John Williams Medlock (1803-1882)…and his 

wife…farmed their land around Ponce de Leon Avenue [and] made their home near a 

spring on land that is now near Grace United Methodist Church on Ponce de Leon 

Avenue…. The Civil War devastated the city in the summer of 1864 when the Northern 

armies, led by General William T. Sherman, came through Georgia on their way to the 

sea and took Atlanta. There was fighting on the antebellum farms of Ponce, forts were 

built, breastworks dug, and foliage removed. The families abandoned their farms and 

fled Atlanta, returning to the ruined land after the war ended…. 

Williams adds, “Cox’s Division of the Federal Army Corp camped along the bottom lands of 

Peavine Creek in 1864. The site of the encampment included part of the current [Druid Hills] 

Golf Course (then the Paden Farm) and what is now the CVS parking lot.” And Jones continues, 

“In 1866, Sarah Medlock wrote her daughter…about the family’s war experiences… ‘There has 

been thousands of pounds of lead picked up on our land. People supported their family picking 

up lead. They got 50 cents a pound before the surrender….’” 

Around 1890, Atlanta entrepreneur, neighborhood developer, and streetcar mogul Joel 

Hurt bought 1,492 acres of land from the Johnson family as the Kirkwood Land Company for 

$63,000. This land later became the Druid Hills neighborhood. He sought out the help of 

Frederick Law Olmsted Sr. in laying out the subdivision. Olmsted was the country’s premier 

landscape designer in the 19th century, designing such outdoor wonders as Central Park in New 

York City; the Biltmore Estate grounds in Asheville, North Carolina; Riverside in Chicago, Illinois; 

and the Capitol grounds in Washington, D.C. Olmsted submitted a proposed plan to Hurt in 

1893.  

In 1908, George Washington Adair Jr. 

(1873-1920) and his brother Forrest Adair 

(1865-1936), with help from Asa Candler Sr. 

(Coca-Cola Company) and Preston Arkwright 

(Georgia Power president), bought land from 

Joel Hurt for $500,000 and finished Hurt’s and 

Frederick Law Olmsted’s plan of developing 

the neighborhood of Druid Hills. The Adairs 

were the only real estate agents allowed to 

sell the Druid Hills property. About 1910, the 

two brothers also built houses in the Druid 

Hills section of Ponce de Leon Avenue.  

The home of George Adair, on the site of what is now 
Lions Gate Condominiums.  
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By the 1950s, many of the magnificent homes along Ponce de Leon were in very bad 

condition and the area was in need of revitalization. George Washington Adair’s home is 

reported to have been a Christian boarding house for women who worked in the city. In the late 

1960s, George Adair’s house was torn down. In the early 1970s, Forrest Adair’s house at 1328 

Ponce was divided into condominiums and George Adair’s former house at 1492 Ponce was 

replaced with the townhomes called Lions Gate.  

Then Lions Gate 

On March 18, 1973, an Atlanta Journal-

Constitution photo-article reported that Baier 

Corporation completed the first of 54 condo units at 

Lions Gate in 1972. The units started at $47,000 and 

were categorized as a solution to the problem of how to 

build “quality housing in an established neighborhood.” 

Forty percent of the units had been sold at that time. By 

1976, the complex had been expanded to 84 units, its 

current configuration. A February 1976 advertisement 

in the AJC indicates that Spratlin Associates 

Incorporated were the exclusive sales agents for the 

property. The advertisement says that the property 

offers an opportunity to “Enjoy quiet ‘In-Town’ living in 

elegant Druid Hills. Live near all Atlanta’s big-city 

attractions.” The ad goes on to note Lions Gate’s lovely 

landscaping, architectural details, and attractive amenities. All still true today.  

Another “War” Nearby 

An important part of many of Olmsted’s 

landscape designs was a “parkway” concept. That 

concept was incorporated into the Druid Hills design as 

a string of six park areas from west to east: Springdale, 

Virgilee, Oak Grove, Shadyside, Dellwood, and 

Deepdene. Olmsted liked to provide a link via a 

picturesque road or trolley line from urban 

development to residential development, thus allowing 

the traveler to experience nature and its calming 

effects to and from the city and home. By the 1950s, 

these parks had suffered the general decline 

experienced up and down Ponce de Leon.  

 

A streetcar line, built in 1925, ran from downtown to 
the intersection of Ponce de Leon and East Lake Drive. 
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According to Gale Walldorf in “The Fight for Our Park – A Retrospective,” the Georgia 

Department of Transportation (GDOT) developed a highway concept in the 1950s to connect 

Atlanta with Stone Mountain and other areas east of the city. Over 500 homes were acquired 

for right-of-way, but, due to public opposition, the road was not built, leaving over 200 acres of 

prime in-town real estate overgrown with kudzu and weeds. Over the years, four major highway 

projects were proposed, and all were defeated by the neighborhoods surrounding the proposed 

routings. In 1980 and early 1981, rumors circulated that the GDOT was planning another road 

project through the abandoned right-of-way. This new plan, called the Presidential Parkway, was 

a serious proposal that had important political backing including that of Atlanta Mayor Andrew 

Young, GDOT Commissioner Tom Moreland, and former President Jimmy Carter.  

The plan was to extend the roadway from a stud on Boulevard through the Old Fourth 

Ward, Inman Park, Goldsboro Park, Candler Park, and finally into Shadyside Park where it would 

merge onto Ponce de Leon in front of the Druid Hills Golf Club. The seven neighborhoods 

involved along the routing formed a coalition called CAUTION (Citizens Against Unnecessary 

Thoroughfares in Older Neighborhoods). The coalition acted as the legal arm of the effort to 

stop the roadway work, raised funding for legal fees, hired transportation experts, and prepared 

the neighborhood response to the Environmental Impact Statement. Hundreds of volunteers 

were called upon to make yard signs, attend meetings, distribute fliers, and man phone trees. 

More than 3,000 citizens attended the public hearing. CAUTION and the Olmsted Parks Society 

traveled to Washington to make a presentation to the Council on Environmental Quality.  

As legal options seemed about exhausted, a new group of neighborhood activists called 

the Roadbusters emerged. They set up what was called Tent City in Shadyside Park, across the 

bridge just east of Lions Gate, where they conducted training sessions on nonviolent protests 

and became masters in guerrilla marketing. The GDOT had begun to clear the proposed right-of-

way and had cut down more than 350 trees. The Roadbusters took action and climbed trees, 

where they sat as several trees were cut down. They climbed into trenches in front of the 

bulldozers, and as many as fifty people were arrested in a single day. Lawyers were ready with 

legal assistance to bail them out of jail. In 1985, a Fulton County judge issued an injunction to 

halt construction, but it took five more years of protests and legal maneuvering before DeKalb 

County Superior Court Judge Clarence Seeliger directed the parties to mediation. In 1991, the 

Justice Center of Atlanta was asked to organize the process. Under the guidance of a nationally 

known mediator, the City of Atlanta, the DOT, and neighborhood representatives worked out a 

compromise that today is known as Freedom Parkway. Many Lions Gate residents were active 

participants in this saga.  

In 1997, the Olmsted Linear Park Alliance was formed to support restoration of the six 

Olmsted parks. Through their efforts and the efforts of countless volunteers, the Olmsted parks 

are the beautiful, peaceful landscapes we enjoy today.  
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Lions Gate Anecdotes  

Beginning in 1972, propane gas was supplied by the Lions Gate Condominium 

Association to all units in the complex for use in their fireplaces from a storage tank in the 

northwest corner of the site. The propane costs were included in the monthly condominium 

fees until discontinuing that service benefited the community.  

Similarly, potable water was supplied to each unit in the complex as part of the 

condominium fees until 2012. In that year, individual water meters were installed, reducing 

water usage in 2013 by 51 percent. The costs of the project were recovered in 18 months of 

water bill savings.  

According to former resident Pete Trammell, the area to the northwest of the property, 

along Lullwater Place, was a community garden before Phase III of the complex was built. “We 

each had a plot,” he said.  

The complex experienced its second fire and first major fire in 2013. A fire that started in 

a trash containment area outside 1 Prescott Walk rapidly spread up the exterior wall and into 

the unit, doing significant damage. The unit was completely repaired over the next year and 

returned to service. In a more humorous incident, this land was used for farming in the 19th 

century, and one resident tried to do that again in the late 20th century by keeping potbellied 

pigs on his patio. That is now a specific no-no in the community Bylaws.  

Otherwise, pets are important to us. Enough acreage to allow pet owners to walk their 

dogs without leaving the property is a real plus. All the dog owners seem to know each other 

from these early and late walks. One story told in the group is about a resident having learned 

that a neighbor could not walk a dog because of illness, so she took on the task for the sick 

neighbor and got the better of the deal by improved health and friendships.  

Even more so, our children are important to us. Many families locate in Lions Gate for 

the excellent proximity to SPARK Elementary, Paideia School, and Emory University. Not too 

many years ago, one young neighbor almost got into trouble with Santa Claus when she took his 

cookies to a neighbor as a welcome gift. Mom and Dad saved the day with an emergency 

rebake. A “more mature” resident reports, “From my favorite summer perch at the community 

swimming pool, I have seen kids grow from shy toddlers hiding behind their mothers to 

beautiful young adults making their way in the world. I feel as though members of my family 

have grown up, and I am so proud of them.”  

Farming, harvesting, and festival times are linked in the story of Lions Gate. Add to those 

three ingredients an international living experience, intense curiosity about U.S. culture, and a 

sense of community, and you have the magic mixture that leads to community-wide 

celebrations, parties, and even trick-or-treating for young folk of all ages at Halloween.  
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Relic of the Past or Resource of the Future?  

So, what does the future hold for Lions Gate? Do we pass away like the Johnson Farm or 

George Adair’s house? To be continued!  
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March 2025 

Lions Gate Condominium Association, Inc 

Rules & Regulations – Community Fines Schedule 

 

Fines and/or applicable maintenance [abatement] charges may be assessed after issuance of courtesy/warning notices. 

Homeowners will receive a 10-day notice period when a fine is assessed to resolve the violation. Failure to resolve a 

community violation in accordance within 10 days may result in an additional fine or fines until the violation is resolved. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Access Cards: Pool Amenity Replacement cards - $50 

Late Association Assessment Dues 10% of monthly assessment if not paid by the 10th  

Parking Suspension 30+ days of Unpaid Assessments/Fines &/or Maintenance fee 

Voting Suspension 30+ days of Unpaid Assessments/Fines &/or Maintenance fee 

Statutory Lien 30+ days of Unpaid Assessments/Fines &/or Maintenance fee 

 

COMMON AND/OR LIMITED COMMON AREA VIOLATIONS  

Improper/Unauthorized use of common elements (ex. excess 
of 2 planters) 

$50 fine + $10/day and/or cost for clean-up  

Storage or abandoned personal property front or rear of unit $50 fine p/occurrence + $10/day fine and/or abatement 

Unsightly/unkempt conditions $50 fine +$10/day fine and/or abatement 

Unapproved sign $50 fine p/occurrence + $10/day fine and/or abatement 

Placing/storing trash, bulk debris, etc. in front, rear or 
common areas 

$50 fine + $10/day and/or cost for clean-up 

 

PARKING VIOLATIONS 

Failure to register vehicle/display parking decal within 3 
months of moving to Lions Gate, or acquiring a new vehicle 

$50 fine + 10 days to acquire a parking decal after fine  

Parking an inoperable, stored, abandoned vehicle $50 fine p/occurrence + $10/day fine and/or towing fees 

 

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL FEES OR FINES 

Architectural Modification Application No charge for submittal reviews and decision letter 

Failure to submit ARC plans for review $100 fine + submittal of required plans within 10 days 

Unapproved Alterations $250 fine + reversal of alteration within 10 days + cost of 
abatement if required 

 

ANIMALS 

Failure to pick-up waste/scoop $50 fine + $25/day /per occurrence and/or cost for clean-up  

Pet waste not properly disposed $50 fine + $25/day /per occurrence and/or cost for clean-up 

Failure to restrain animal(s) and/or animal aggression $500 fine per animal – subsequent occurrence will double the 
fine and result in request for pet removal from community 

Pet unattended on patio $100 fine per animal - subsequent occurrence will double the 
fine and result in request for pet removal from community 

Pet without leash $100 fine per animal – subsequent occurrence will double the 
fine and result in request for pet removal from community  

 


































































































































































